OEDIPUS   COMPLEX   IN   THE   LIGHT   OF   EARLY
girl's fundamental desires in relation to her mother, maintained
with the greatest intensity, focus on receiving a penis from he
The clitoris represents in the little girl's mind her penis, clitoii*
masturbation is the expression of her phallic desires. The vaein S
is not yet discovered and will only play its part in womanhoocf
When the girl discovers that she does not possess a penis he"
castration complex comes to the fore. At this juncture* th*
attachment to her mother is broken off with resentment and
hatred because her mother has not given her a penis. She als
discovers that even her mother lacks a penis3 and this contributes
to her turning away from her mother to her father. She first
turns to her father with the wish to receive a penis, and onl -
subsequently with the desire to receive a child from him, 'the child
taking the place of the penis, in accordance with the old symbolic
equation3.1 In these ways her Oedipus complex is ushered in bv
her castration complex.
The girPs main anxiety situation is the loss of love., and Freud
connects this fear with the fear of the death of her mother.
The girl's super-ego development differs in various ways from
the boy's super-ego development, but they have in common an
essential feature, i.e. that the super-ego and the sense of guilt are
sequels to the Oedipus complex.
Freud refers to the girl's motherly feelings derived from the
early relation to her mother in the pre-Oedipal phase.    He also
refers to the girl's identification with her mother, derived from
her Oedipus complex.    But he has not linked these two attitudes
nor shown how the feminine identification with her mother in the
Oedipus situation affects the course of the girl's Oedipus complex
In his view, while the girl's genital organization is taking shape"
she values her mother predominantly in the phallic aspect.         *
I shall now summarize my own views on these essential issues
As I see it, the boy's and girl s sexual and emotional development
from early infancy onwards includes genital sensations and trends
which constitute the first stages of the inverted and positive
Oedipus complex; they are experienced under the primacy of oral
libido and mingle with urethral and anal desires and phantasies.
The libidinal stages overlap from the earliest months of life
onwards.    The positive and inverted  Oedipus tendencies are
from their inception in close interaction.   It is during the stage
of genital primacy that the positive Oedipus situation reaches its
climax.
In my view, infants of both sexes experience genital desires
directed towards their mother and father, and they have an
1 New Introductory Lectures on Psycho-Analysis^ pp. 164-65.
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